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Policy statement 
At Durley House Nursery and Learning, Children learn about the natural world, it’s animals and other living creatures, as part of the Learning and Development Requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. This includes contact with animals, or other living creatures, either in the setting or on visits. 
The Animal Welfare Act 2006 requires us as owners to ensure the welfare of the animals in our care. We consider the 5 essential welfare needs:
· Need for a suitable environment (clean, safe, allows them to exhibit natural behaviours) 
· Need for a suitable diet – fresh water, balanced diet
· Need to exhibit normal behaviours (exercise, play, social interactions were appropriate)
· Need for companionship (dependent on the species)
· Need to be protected from pain, suffering, injury, illness and disease

We aim to ensure that this is in accordance with sensible hygiene and safety controls. 

· A risk assessment is conducted and considers any hygiene and safety risks posed by the animal or creature. 
·  We provide suitable housing for the animal or creature and ensure the housing is cleaned out regularly and is kept safely.  
· Several members of our staff are knowledgeable of the pet’s welfare and dietary needs and ensure that the correct food is offered, at the right times. 
· We make arrangements for weekend and holiday care for the animal or creature. 
· We register with the local vet. 
· We make sure all vaccinations and other regular health measures, are up to date. 
· We teach children the correct handling and care of the animal or creature and are always supervised. 
· We ensure that children wash their hands before and after handling the animal.
· We ensure that staff and children wear disposable gloves when cleaning housing or handling soiled bedding. 
Animals brought in by visitors 
·  If animals or creatures are brought in by visitors to show the children, they are the responsibility of their owner. 
· The manager/deputy manager can refuse the admission of any animal or creature that they consider to be dangerous or inappropriate. The children’s safety is paramount at all times. 
· The owner of the animal/creature maintains responsibility for it in the setting. 
· The owner carries out a risk assessment detailing how the animal/creature is to be handled and how any safety or hygiene issues will be addressed. 
· No dogs on the Government’s Banned Dogs list are to be brought on site at any time. All other dogs brought on site by parents/carers during arrival and departure times must be on a lead and under control. The manager reserves the right to request that a dog is not brought on site, if the animal is out of control, or likely to pose a risk. 
· If staff are concerned that a family owns a dog which is on the ‘banned dog’ list, it is treated as a safeguarding concern and it is reported to the relevant authority and safeguarding procedures are followed. 
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